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May 12, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 


following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 1826 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1826) for the relief of Ellis E. Gabbert, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon, with an amendment, and recommends 
that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


PURPOSI 


The purpose of the proposed legislation, as amended, is to pay the 
sum of $309.92 to Ellis E. Gabbert, of Port Angeles, Wash., as reim- 
bursement for expenses in moving household goods from Spokane, 
Wash., to Port Angeles, Wash., during the month of January 1950, 
while employed by the Department of the Interior. 


AMENDMEN'I 


On page 1, line 5, strike out the figure “$438.87” and insert 
$309.92”’, 
STATEMENT 


It appears that on February 2, 1948, Mr. Gabbert was furloughed 
on leave without pay by the War Assets Administration. On Novem- 
ber 16, 1948, he was requested by the recional director of the National 
Park Service to advise the Superintendent of the Olvmpic National 
Park if he was interested in accepting a position at the park. Mr 
Gabbert wrote the park Superintendent on November 22, indicating 
his interest in accepting the position, addressing his letter to the park 
headquarters at Port Aneeles, Wash. The letter, however, through 
error in handling the mails, went by mistake to Los Angeles, Calif 
As a result, Mr. Gabbert’s letter did not arrive in time for him to 
obtain the position, although the Superintendent states that he had 
intended to employ Mr. Gabbert. 
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If Mr. Gabbert’s letter to the Superintendent had not been sent 
to the wrong place, he would have been employed within the term 
of his furlough, and he would, accordingly, have been entitled to 
have his household goods modved at Government expense. Mr. 
Gabbert subsequently was employed by the park after the term of 
his furlough expired. His loss resulted from a failure of the mails, 
and through no fault of his own. 

The Department of the Interior in its report states that according 
to receipted bill, copy of which is reprinted below, the loss of Mr. 
Gabbert was $438.87. 

The committee is of the opinion that equity demands that Mr. 
Gabbert be reimbursed for his moving expenses, but it does not believe 
that there is either a legal or equitable responsibility on the part of 
the Government for the storage charges, since the failure to find 
adequate housing cannot in any way be attributed to the Government, 
and therefore the committee has deleted from the amount claimed that 
part of the charges which related to storage of his household goods. 

Attached hereto and made a part of this report are pertinent letters 
from the Department of the Interior and the claimant 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., January 5, 1952. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CELLER: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 1826, a 
bill for the relief of Ellis E. Gabbert. This proposed legislation would authorize 
the payment of $435.12 to Mr. Gabbert in full settlement of all claims against 
the United States as reimbursement for expenses in moving his household goods 
from Spokane, Wash., to Port Angeles, Wash., in connection with his employment 
by this Department. 

I recommend that H. R. 1826 be enacted. 

Copies of pertinent correspondence relating to this claim are enclosed. | 
believe that, as disclosed by such correspondence, there are extenuating circum- 
stances relating to the employment and the shipment of the household goods of 
Mr. Gabbert that warrant payment of his claim. 

On February 2, 1948, Mr. Gabbert was furloughed on leave without pay by 
the War Assets Administration. On November 16, 1948, he was requested by the 
regional director of the National Park Service to advise the Superintendent of 
the Olynpie National Park if he was interested in accepting a position at the park. 
Mr. Gabbert wrote the part Superintendent on November 22, indicating his 
interest in accepting the position, addressing his letter to the park headquarters 
at Port Angeles, Wash. The letter, however, through error in handling the mails, 
went by mistake to Los Angeles, Calif. As a result, Mr. Gabbert’s letter did not 
arrive in time for him to obtain the position, although the Superintendent states 
that he had intended to employ Mr. Gabbert. 

If Mr. Gabbert’s letter to the Superintendent had not been sent to the wrong 
place, he would have been employed within the term of his furlough, and he would 
accordingly, have been entitled to have his household goods moved at Govern- 
ment expense. Mr. Gabbert subsequently was employed by the park after the 
term of his furlough expired. His loss resulted from a failure of the mails, and 
through no fault of hisown. In all the circumstances, we feel that his claim should 
be allowed. 

Accordingly to the receipted bill, copy of which is enclosed, the loss to Mr. 
Gabbert was $438.87, instead of $435.12 as stated in H. R. 1826. 

We have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no objection 
to the submission of this report to your committee, 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Intertor. 
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STATEMENT 


From: Hurd Transfer, 105 East Front Street, Port Angeles, Was! 
To: Ellis k. Gabbert, in care of Olympic National Park, Port Angeles, Was} 


Freight haul household goods from Spokane, Wash., to Port Angeles, 





Wash S269. 75 
Storage on above from Jan. 12, 1950, to Aug. 12, 1950 75.-60 
Cheek-in charge for piling 1 & 
Storage on above from Aug. 12, 1950, to Oct. 30, 1950 27. CO 
Check-out charge for breaking pack and pil 10. SO 
Storage for 7 months of one mattress in separate pile 1. 75 
Wrap davenport and 2 chairs (account covering missing nove »o. UU 
Moving household goods from Hurd Warehouse to 201 East Orcas S 10. 17 

Total 138. 87 

| certify that the aboy bill is correct and just that pa ent therefore i 
not been received; that all statutory requirements as to American productic 
and labor standards, and all conditions of purchase applicable to the transactio 
have been ¢ ymnplied With: al 1 tl at State or oca taxes are not ri aed mn tne 


amounts billed 


Hon HENRY M JACKSON, 


United States Congress, Washington, lL. ¢ 
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to contact the Army engineers and Bonneville, Power. Also to Bureau of Recla- 
mation and National Park Service, Coulee Dam, Wash.: also Madigan General 
Hospitai, near Tacoma, Wash.; Army engineers, Walla Walla; Hungry Horse 
Dam, near Coram, Mont. I also sent 57’s and letters to several California 
agencies, Spokane Army Air Base, Federal Housing, Seattle and Spokane, San 
Francisco, Calif., Civil Service Commission, Social Security, and many others. 
\ll were very high in their praise of my qualifications, background, knowledge, 
presentation, etc., but could give me no work at that time on account of a lull, 


funds, ete \s a last resort I heard of a position as accountant, Olympic National 
Park 1 received a letter from A. O. Tomlinson, regional director of NPS, in- 
forming me of the opening at $3,351. I immediately air-mailed a letter to Super- 


intendent Macy making application and for some reason my letter was sent to 
ios Angeles, Calif., instead of Port Angeles. Ten days later my letter was 
delivered and was too late as they had hired an employee from the civil service 
register. Had my letter been delivered | would have been chosen for this position 
and this would have been within my 1-year leave without pay which would have 
automatically been mandatory for the hiring agency to pay all of my expenses. 

In the latter part of March 1949 I received a letter from Olympic offering me the 
position as accountant at $3,351 which was a reduction in salarv from mv former 
Government position of $5,480 or $2,129 less. I accepted and was to report in 
April 1949. For the first time in my life, I contracted pneumonia and was hospi- 
talized for 2 weeks and by the time I had recuperated it was May 2, 1949, before I 
reported to work at Olympic. After much difficulty I was rightfully granted the 
90 days’ sick leave which I was entitled to and still have to mv eredit. 

From May 2, 1949, until December 24, 1949, I rented a room in Port Angeles 
and ate at restaurants while my wife maintained our home in Spokaffe. She was 
trving to dispose of our home there and could not join me until it was disposed of. 
In December we finally found a buyer and went to Spokane where I packed our 
furniture and shipped it to Port Angeles via Lyon Van & Storage Lines. The 
furniture was consigned to Hurd’s Transfer & Storage as we had no home to 
move into. My wife and I could find no suitable housing other than an auto 
court which cost $18 per week with no cooking privileges. In February we 
secured cooking privileges and 1 week later I took suddenly ill on the job and 
was rushed to Port Angeles General Hospital with a perforated ulcer. Hereto- 
fore I have always been very healthy and had never had any sickness to amount 
to anvthing and the ulcer was new to me as I never even knew I had one and 
struck me down without warning. After 2 weeks in the hospital and 2 weeks 
for recuperating, I returned to work as Acting Chief Clerk as the Chief Clerk was 
called to San Francisco for 10 days. 

In June 1950 I had to buy a lot and build a home as no suitable housing was 
available. We moved into our new home November 1, 1950, and when our furni- 
ture was delivered we found about $150 worth of damaged and lost articles and it 
is very doubtful if we can now recover anywhere near that amount. 

While I was in War Assets I received commendation from the Washington office 
for saving War Assets $600,000 in printing alone in less than 1 year. My re- 
production branch had full authority to print any Government form, which we 
did, and shipped forms to five or six other War Assets offices, thereby speeding 
delivery and relieving the Government Printing Office, which at that time was 
overburdened with work. Our outfit could print, collate, bind, and ship 80,000 
pages per hour. This savings along with other savings should alone be worth the 
price of my move here. 

In view of the circumstances surrounding my move after I have suffered undue 
hardships by trying to be loyal to my governmental duties, I would very much- 
appreciate your effort in trying to secure congressional action by having the 
money refunded me that my move has cost me. An itemized cost follows: 
Freight, 050#, Spokane to Port Angeles, Wash } $269. 75 
Storage on same, from Jan. 12 to Oct. 30, 1950, of Hurd’s Transfer, 9% 

months at $10.80 


Checking-in stacking (equal to 1 month storage) _-_--- 10. 80 
Checking-out (equal to 1 month storage) oe 10. 80 
Move from warehouse to home (Port Angeles) . : 10. 17 


Total : se ti Sis Tee se ee a 435. 12 
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knelosed herewith paid receipts Lyon Van & Storage and balance of receipts 
are in files of Hurd’s Transfer Co. of this city 

It is with regret that I implore your assistance. If I do not secure remunerative 
aid of some nature it will be necessary for me to sell my home in order to meet 
my obligations as the cost of living has increased much faster than my wages, 
and this is perhaps one of the costliest places in the United States to live as trans- 
portation here is a serious and costly proposition. I can safely state my move 
here has cost my wife and I at least $2,000 through a series of unfortunate cir- 
cumstances which was no fault of our own. It took me almost 30 years to save 
this amount, only to see it vanish on this move. 

Thanking you for your assistance, I am, 

Respectfully yours, 
Exuis E. GaBBeErt, 
Fiscal Accountant. 


O 





